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" CHAP I
The firft Ordaining of Juftices of the Peace.

T ING Edward the Firft (according to the firft Article of the Sacred
‘ Oath received by him, and fince by other Kings and Queens of this

Realm at their feveral Coronations, the which is in thefe words, Seruabis

Deconel, dum vires tuas. . Quibus Rex. refpondet Seruabo ) in his. firft Parliament
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§. 1.

" holden Ain.3. of his Reign, Cap 1. hath eftablifhed and commanded,that the

Peace of holy Church and of the Land fhall be well kept and maintained .
in all points: The which Peace of the Church is (and always hath been
by the ancient Laws of this Land) protected and conferved by theKing,
the Archbithopsand Bifhops of this Realm; and the Pcace of the Land'is
. and always hath been, defended and maintained by the fame King, and his
remporal Juftices or Officers lawfully appointed for the fame, &c. which
temporal Juftices, at the firft,were the C onfervators of the Peace, as afore-

~ faid. But more cfpecially in thofe times, there were alfo in every County
continually Juftices of Oyer and Zerminer, and alfo there were Juftices

- Itinerants, which had Power'not only to determine all manner of Quarrels,

(as well Real as Perfonal) bur alfo all Offences againft the Peace, &c. as-

may appear in our Law-Bdoks, and efpecially in'M. Firz. tit. Corone,
amongft the 7ter’ North & Canc'. ' ' ¢

For although by Chronicle Law, in our ‘Annals, itis _rcpo‘rted that Wil Holinfh. .

Jiam the Conquerour ordained Juftices of the-Peace about An.Dos. 1070,

Amno quartoot his Reign; yet Jufticésof Peace had not their being almoft ..

Three hundred years after, viz. until 4n. Dom. 1327. At which time Ju-

ftices or Commuffioners of the Peace werc firft created and ordained by the
Stat.t Ed.3.cap.16, By which Statute it was ordained,Thatin every Shire
of the Realm cerrain perfons fhould be affigned ( /¢ by the King’s Com-

“miffion) to keep the Peace. And their- Authority was after enlarged by
the Statutcs 4 £d.3.capa. 18 Ed.3. cap.2. and 34 Ed. 3. cap. 1..“And by

many other Statutes made fince in cvery King’s Reign: : And by the faid -

Statutc of 34 £.3.1. were they firft (generally)-enabled to hear and de-
termine (at the King’s Suit) all’ manner of Felonies and Trefpaffes: And
cach County had now its proper Commiffioners for the Peace ,- whereas
before (it fecmeth) the Commiffions to the Tuftices of the Peace were not

. always made fcverally into one Shire, but fometime joyatly to fundry per-

- {ons over fundry Shires. . v S

* Andhy the Stat.2 H.5.cap.x. Stat, 2. Juftices of Peace thall be made

_ “of the moft fufficient perfons dwelling, in the fame Countics, by the ad-
“viccof the Chancellor and King's Council. e

. Butthe Statute of 36.E3.cap.12. is the firt Statute that nameth them

Juftices of -the Peace. For the Statutes of 2 E. 3. cap. 6. and 25 Ed. 3.
cap.6,7,8. [peaking of Juitices feem not to be of :our Juftices of Peacc;
but that of 2 Ed.3.asallothe Statute of Wincheiter , cap. 1. therein men-

‘tioned, to'be meant ot Juftices: Itincrants , " or Jutlices in Eyrc; and the

-ather-of 25 Fd. 3. to be meant .of Jultices or Commiffioners fpecially .

‘alTrgncd"tbr;SerVantsand‘I;.a‘bourcrs. Sec forthis laft, Lamb.24.8 577,578.

~and-the Sratures of Labourers made25.£.3.cap. 0, 7, 8.andof 42 Ed. 3.

‘cap.6. Riftdl; fol 233.a.04.

They be called Jutices {of the Peacc] bcca'uﬁt.,thcy bc]{fdgcs of Re- i

cord,and withal to put them in mind (by their name) that they are.to do

+Juftice (which is,to yicld toevery'Manhis own by even portions, and ac-
: o - . s cording -
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